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Having only just recovered from the last time I participated in this 26 km Endurance race in 2008, here 
I was doing it again. I nervously waited at the start point as Team Nine was flagged away. Our turn 
next and I vividly recount the lung exploding exhaustion as we raced off last time. Deep down I was 
hoping this team of  six cadets were not going to be so energetic. These young people were a third my 
age and had the energy to prove it. I still held the trump card as I had not done much preparation for 
this prestigious event, so I was only completing half with another officer taking over at that point. 
The OPORD arrived on the Unit desk some two months earlier and I advised the cadets this was only 
available to those training for the Unit Skills team. I duly advised them of the terrain they will be       
encountering from Lowland Dunedin up to Flagstaff at about 670Masl, along to Swampy Summit at a 
similar height. From there down to the Northern Motorway, along Leith Valley Road turning off to then 
climb back up on to Swampy back to Flagstaff followed up by a downhill run to close to the finish point, 
a quick 2.5km loop back up hill to the finish. There that should put them off, but No they were still    
eager. 
The day started well. Back at the start point I was ready to rumble and away we went. 
The weather perfect, overcast and cool, but there was a nasty change on its way and even though we 
were prepared, these hills have taken peoples lives before. You are exposed with little protection from 
the elements when on the tops. 
Sweat oozed from expanded pores. There was some wheezing and coughing and gasping of 
breath...and so was I, but we were moving forward at a good steady pace. Everyone felt good and that 
was good for me . 
Cheeky comments came from behind as regular and Reserve Soldiers came up to overtake us.òCome 
on old manò and some times it was even past cadets. What a pleasure it was for these young  soldiers 
to prompt me on. It is always great to see  cadets move on to Regular or Reserve Service, but its even 
better when they acknowledge you in front of their peers. Special memories of these young cadets 
now soldiers I will always cherish. 
The weather was still holding out. Admittedly we were in thick fog but at least it was cool enough  after 
all the exertion. I was on a down hill leg closing in on check point three. This was my last stage. 
I felt good. I felt I could go on to the end, but of course I couldn't as I had to give the other officer a 
chance to participate. For him it wasn't going to be easy. One of ours buckled with an asthma attack 
as the weather changed from bad to real bad. In considering the overall safety of the group, Battle Tab 
ended at Check point 4 on the exposed top as one other cadet was starting to feel the strain. The 
weather by this stage had become hypothermic with heavy snow and southerly wind. Unnecessary 
risk is stupidity and the decision to stay at the checkpoint and be transported out was more sensible. 
There was some four kilometres back to the relative safety of the bush. Just too far to risk it. Thick 
snow and rain was now falling and continued through the rest of the day and night. 
A great meal and prize giving was put on by 4th OS.Battalion Group. I think with a bit of preparation 
next year, I might just do it again. You feel so good when you achieve at this level and to come across 
the line at the end. Well nothing feels better. Correction the physio pool at the conclusion is better. 
  



My thanks to OS Battalion Group for allowing us to participate in this Unit activity. It was great 
seeing such a great esprit de corps between teams and individuals. This is a  well organised 
event that seems to get bigger each year. 
A small group cadets, whilst not achieving a finish, still can say they gave it their best.  

On the way down from  
Checkpoint 2 to 3  

 
 
Back L-R 
Cdt Sgt J Neill 
Cdt Sgt S Milburn 
Cdt N Davies 
Cdt J McQueen-Richards 
Front L-R 
Cdt SSgt R Lindsay 
Cdt LCpl V Lowry 

And we are off  


